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Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested in Natural 
History. The subscription rates are: Single $30; Family $35; Concession: Single $25; Family 
$30. Whirrakee subscription only is $30. 


General meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month. The venue for General 
meetings is the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old High Street, Golden Square. 
_ Meetings start at 7:30pm and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Committee meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month. Members of the 
Committee are the Office Bearers listed above, together with the following members: 
J Burtonclay; A Bridley; M Stone; S Beattie; J Raven; R Moors. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, 

unless otherwise specified. Full-day excursions normally commence at 10am (usually on a 

Sunday); half-day excursions normally commence at 2pm and may be either on a Saturday or 
‘Sunday. Full-day or half-day excursions are usually held on the weekend following the General 

Meeting. Campouts are held several times each year, usually coinciding with long weekends or 
holiday periods. ae 


_ The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club has 2 active sub-groups: 


Bird Observers Group: meets on the first Friday of the month, at 7:30pm. The venue for 
meetings is the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building. 
. President: Alf Howe 
Secretary: Sally van Gent 


Mammal Survey Group: meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 7:30pm in the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Building. aie aloe 

Chairman: John Burtonclay, Fadersons Lane, Mandurang (39 5710) 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Crs., Bendigo (43 4063) 

Equipment Officer: Ian Fenselau cea 
Vice Chairman: John Guley 
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Photographer: Ian Flecknoe-Brown | ae = 

_ The flowering of the Ironbarks (Eucalyptus tricarpa) was extraordinary this year. Until recently I 
understood from various observations that this has not influenced the bird numbers in any 
significant way. However Barbara Salter’s article in this issue (page 3) seems to indicate a forest 
‘teeming with birds. It made wonderful reading! ee si 
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y use and also for any opinions 


Contributions will be included as soon as possible after they are received, although articles 
received after the monthly General Meeting will probably be too late for inclusion in the next issue 


of Whirrakee. 


Articles in Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be obtained from the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment should be given to the author and the Club. Some 
back issues are still available on request (see article in March Whirrakee). 


Dinner Meeting 


September 11 at 6.30pm 


To be followed by AGM and President's address 


Cost $ 12.00 per person 


Tickets will be available at the August 


general meeting. 


RSVP by 21st August to Jane Cleary 484396 


Six Months Good Birding 
Author: Barbara Salter 


Pigeon Road, S-W Kingower Forest was the 
commencement. The forest here is most 
attractive, with old spreading Grey and Yellow 
Box and fine stands of Buloke. I spent four 
days there in the last half of December 1995 
and two days in January 1996. 

The first visit revealed about 200 White- 
browed Wood-swallows, courting, building or 
sitting on eggs, with much purring and 
scolding and yapping. I found only one pair 
of Masked, who were seeking a nest site, but 
they were troubled by a pair of Grey Thrushes 
poking around suspiciously. About 20 
Duskys were keeping together: one nest had 
small young, and another pair had three fat, 
fluffy babies on a branch calling for food in 
their sweet, plaintive little voices, and being 
fed frequently by the parents. 

On later visits I observed many White-browed 
nests, and some more Duskys’, some of which 
raised young and a few were lost to predators. 
The Grey Thrush pair were busy searching the 
foliage and watching the activities of the 
nesting birds. I do not ever stand and look 
into a nest but watch with binoculars from a 
safe distance. 

Nests were located in dead and living Acacias, 
forks up to 20 feet high in Grey Boxes, leafy 
saplings up to 8 feet, and also in the big, old 
Bulokes which are popular sites with many 
birds. 

Other birds seen during this time were Crested 
Bellbird, Painted Quail, Brown Tree-creeper, 
Willie Wagtail, Scissors Grinder, Jacky 
Winter, Red-rumped Parrots, Forest 
Bronzewing, a pair of Rufous Songlarks with 
a flying young which still begged for food, 
Peaceful Dove, Black-chinned, Fuscous and 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters. 

As time passed, on each visit, I found more 
young out of the nest, and a few more new 


nests. On January 4th there were Black-faced 
Cuckoo-shrike, a small flock of 
Rainbowbirds, a pair of Gilbert Whistlers 
which sang delightfully, striated Pardalotes, 
Wrens and Shrike-tits. Twelve Tree Martins 
swooped around uttering little cries, from 3 
feet high when they circled close around me as 
I stood watching, up to through and above the 
trees - lovely birds, so tiny and fast 

On January 24th, my final visit, there were still 
a moderate number of Wood-swallows 
present, but the strong N-W wind, a violent 
electrical storm and 21mm of rain made 
observations difficult. 

On the way home I called in at “Coolgardie’, 
6km from Pigeon Road, on the south edge of 
Kingower Forest. There, the Ironbarks were 
flowering well, and I found Musk, Purple- 
crowned and Little Lorikeets and White- 
browed and dusky Wood-swallows. I now 
concentrated on this place, visiting the area 
twice in late January, eight times in February, 
and twice in early March. 

The Wood-swallows, about 200 White- 
browed and 50 Dusky, mostly had young on 
the wing, but some pairs were still courting or 
seeking nest sites. 

It was splendid to see and hear such numbers 
of Lorikeets and other birds - after two sadly 
quiet years for all birds, and no blossom on the 
Ironbarks and Yellow Gums during that 
drought period. The Purple-crowns were in 
very good numbers, and easily seen as they 
fed in the blossom; every day about 11.30, 
some came to perch, preen, snooze and talk to 
friends in the old Grey Boxes beneath which I 
had lunch. Usually Purple-crowns are seen in 
pairs or may be in 4 or 5s (similar to Littles), 
and never previously have I seen the flocks 
and heard the air filled with the rather wheezy 
and not very loud calls from 200 or more of 
these birds that were gathered in this part of the 
forest until the end of May. 

Red-rumped and Eastern Rosellas were also 


attending the blossom. Other birds recorded 
included Jacky Winter, Willie Wagtail, Crested 
Bellbird, Superb and Variegated Wrens, 
White-browed Babbler, Grey Fantail, Black- 
chinned, Yellow-tufted, Fuscous, Tawny- 
crowned, White-eared, White-plumed, 
Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters, Red Wattlebird, 
Rufous and Golden Whistlers, Brown and 
White-throated Tree-creepers, White-bellied 
and Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes, Yellow 
Robin, Painted Quail, Pallid Cuckoo, 
Rainbowbird, Striated and Spotted Pardalotes, 
White-winged Chough, Crested Pigeon, 
Weebill. 

Many of the birds were feeding on the nectar 
and on the insects attracted to the blossoms, 
but some concentrated on the foliage where 
lerps were in good supply. 

The next good place was easy to find - just 
follow the sound of hundreds of bird voices. 
This was in the forest about 4km north of 
“Coolgardie’, the junction of Jack Hill’s Camp 
- Billygoat Hill - Arnold Roads. Here I spent 
seven days in the latter part of March, thirteen 
days in April and three days in early May with 
this entertaining gathering of birds, I think the 
best of all, even though former resident species 
were not back in their previous numbers. The 
Ironbarks were flowering heavily and 
producing nectar which shone on the leaves 
and fell on the ground, the Yellow Gums as 
well were freshly blossoming and providing 
more nectar. 

Purple-crowns were everywhere in groups of 
up to a dozen or so and their now familiar calls 
were constantly heard. It was fascinating to 
see how quickly they clambered through the 
foliage, but when they came to a particularly 
dense mass of blossom they spent perhaps five 
minutes without moving (except their heads) 
going over every flower - and the next Lorikeet 
was likely to investigate just as thoroughly the 
same bunch. Sometimes an Ironbark would be 
heaving with Lorikeets, at other times there 


were only five or six, but similar numbers 
were feeding in many nearby trees. 

I concentrated mainly on an area of about 
400m x 400m square; the blossom was just as 
heavy throughout the extensive stands of 
Ironbarks in Kingower Forest, but the birds 
were not everywhere. Littles were in groups 
of two to eight, and Musks were also in small 
groups as most were concentrated at another 
good area about 2km away where there were 
large, noisy flocks. 

At the intersection of J.H.C. - Arnold - B.H. 
Roads there was a small level clearing ideal for 
parking and for bird watching; I was rather ill 
and unable to walk more than 2km or so, so 
this suited me as the birds were all around me 
and close. A big flock of White-browed 
Wood-swallows, perhaps 300 when they were 
all together cruising in the sky, and about 50 
Duskys were located here in the trees seeking 
nectar and insects, hawking, sitting on the old 
wire fence of a narrow paddock corner that 
poked into the forest just by my parking spot, 
diving onto the ground. Incidentally, why are 
their calls so loud and clear to us, when they 
are mere pin-points in the sky or visible only 
through binoculars? 

It was at this corner, on March 13 that I 
sighted a light brown bird, with curved beak, 
bounding around on the sparse grass seeking 
insects, in company with several Hooded 
Robins, which by comparison looked bigger, 
quite solid and more upright in stance. I 
couldn’t be sure of the identity, but on March 


- 22 the solution presented itself - with my sister 


Margaret I drove on, and we immediately saw 
a pair of little birds chasing, swinging around 
on the fence, down to the ground and up the 
old posts poking in the wood. BLACK 
HONEYEATERS. The beautiful male shining 
black on head and back, shining white on 
underparts except for the narrow.black “tie” 
that went from throat to vent; the female as I 
had seen her nine days before, soft, brown 


with distinctive brown markings and creamy 
underparts. It was about ten years since 
Blacks last came to Inglewood (and nested). I 
remembered their call, a very high, thin, single 
whistle “peep”, was able to imitate it and was 
immediately answered by several birds. After 
that, they were seen and heard on every visit, 
sometimes eight or ten, at times up to twenty 
birds. They were very lively, flying quickly, 
sometimes several chasing in loops, sometimes 
direct from tree to tree. They perched for a rest 
- “peeping”- fed at the Ironbark flowers and 
also in the foliage, where swarms of insects 
were present they swooped out to catch one 
and back to the perch to consume it. The best 
tree I watched was absolutely laden with 
blossom, and held ten Blacks busily hawking, 
a number of Purple-crowns and two Littles, 
four Eastern Rosellas and a few Fuscous, 
Yellow-tufted and Black-chinned Honeyeaters. 
While watching this activity, I could hear the 
calls of numerous Blacks, near and far, and 
calculated there must be at least a similar 
number - thus at least twenty must have been 
in the group. They stayed until May 4, when I 
observed one male only, cheekily chasing a 
Fuscous. 

Other good birds at this place were five 
Hooded Robins, an adult pair plus two young 
males and one young female. They quickly 
became used to me and my blue van as they 
were there on every visit, and pottered around 
quite close, sat on dead wood or low branches, 
watched me companiably - the male sang just a 
little - as I sat in the side doorway eating my 
lunch. One young male actually flew up and 
clung at the edge of the sliding door and gazed 
at me from only two feet away - whereas a 


Scissors Grinder chose to perch on the 


windscreen wipers and the rear window 
wipers to look at himself or at me? A couple 
of Little Friarbirds were there for only two 
days, no doubt being chased away by the 
aggressive Red Wattlebirds, and other 


Honeyeaters were White-eared, Black- 
chinned, Yellow-tufted Brown-headed in small 
numbers. Also a Mistletoebird pair, Black- 
faced Cuckoo-shrike, Scrub Robin, White- 
browed Babbler, Brown Tree-creeper, Yellow 
Robin, Willie Wagtail, White-winged Chough 
and Forest Bronzewing. 

Finally Gap Road, 2km to the West was 
surveyed. The best Ironbark blossom of all 
was here, some very fine trees and the Yellow 
Gums were also good. I spent three days in 
April, three in May and four in June, mainly 
looking and listening for the Swift Parrots 
which have always liked this area. All species 
of Lorikeet were present in moderate numbers, 
comparatively few honeyeaters but I did see 
Swift Parrots - one bird perched on a low 
branch, snoozing at 11.30 on April 28 - one 
bird flying low along Gap Road in front of me 
on May 8 - and best of all, on June 5 as I was 
lunching in the van doorway, listening to the 
sweet notes of Swifts all around me, eight flew 
past, another six landed in a smallish Yellow 
Gum 30 feet in front of me, and with the sun 
lighting up their colours perfectly, sat, 
climbed, swung in blossoms, and talked 
together - at the same time four Swifts landed 
in a nearby Ironbark and sat in the sun, 
preening - so that I had to give up eating and 
just look at them. I estimated that there must 
be more than thirty Swift Parrots in my 
vicinity. Finally on May 16, Margaret and I 
saw a flock of ten, but this was the last visit. 
A huge crashing grader had set to work 
“improving” the entire 6km length of Gap 
Road removing the surface, widening the track 
and the frightful disturbance was too much for 
the poor birds who were scared away from 
their still abundant source of nectar. The road 
surface was so deeply churned up that the 
heavy rain which has fallen has made the road 
impossible for the time being - so I have been 
unable to return. 


Bird Observations 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Grey-crowned Babbler (4) Franklin Road, Wellsford Forest, 2/3/96 
Grey-crowned Babbler (4) Franklin Road, Wellsford Forest, 2/5/96 

New Holland Honeyeater (2) Napier Street, White Hills, 5/6/96 
Australian Magpie (white-backed) (1) Derrimut Road, White Hills, 7/5/96 
Scarlet Robin (1, male) Dodder Track, Wellsford Forest, 17/5/96 
White-plumed Honeyeater (5) Derrimut Road, White Hills, 25/4/96 

Little Falcon (1) Derrimut Road, White Hills, 10/6/96 

Rufous Songlark (1) Goornong, 3/7/96 and 5/7/96 

White-necked Heron (2) Big Hill Range, Sedgwick, 4/7/96 


Banded Lapwing (17) Eddington, 13/6/96 


White-fronted Honeyeater (1) Strathfieldsaye, May-July 1996 


Pied Currawong (5) Mandurang, 3/7/96 


Further Observations from Inglewood 
Author: Barbara Salter 


The following letter accompanied Barbara 
Salter’s record of her six months of birding 
(page 3-6). It was written in response to Tom 
Burton's field notes which appeared in the 
June issue of Whirrakee this year 


.... Splotches of nectar spread out on roads 
and footpaths” - this happens just in a good 
year. I recall 32 years ago, we camped at 
‘Wirrate’ (Rushworth Forest) beneath 
abundantly flowering Ironbarks, and in the 
morning found our Kombivan was quite 
covered with a sticky, sweet coating - had to 


clean the windscreen with hot water before we - 


could drive. It was there we first observed 
Antechinus flavipes nosing around in the 
blossom - but I have seen this interesting little 
creature do the same thing here - but not this 
year, three years ago when we had a good 
Ironbark flowering (about 1000 White-browed 
Woodswallows attended that). 


This year has been exceptional in that the 


summer-flowering Ironbarks (Dec. - Feb.) 
attracted no Lorikeets till the end, by which 
time the early winter-flowering ones were 
commencing and they have continued until 
now by which time the Yellow Gums are 
loaded - so the Lorikeets are happy and the 
Swift Parrots. But the honeyeater numbers are 
lower than ever. I believe that they have been 
unable to survive the drought conditions. Our 
honeyeater populations at home (12 acres of 
mallee) is much reduced, from 200+ to only 30 
or so, despite the plentiful provisions of water, 
and honey flora and a few bottles of home- 
made nectar as required. The indigenous 
Mallee birds seem to have suffered the most 
although we do nothing to harm them of 
course. 


Please note : 

In Tom Patullo’s article (page 4) in the July 
issue of Whirrakee, the Duck Orchid in the 
Whipstick should have been Caleana major 
(instead, as stated, Caleana minor). 


Bendigo Field Naturalist 
Development Group 


Garden 
Author: Barbara Pelczynski 


The undertaking by the Bendigo Field 
Naturalist Club to maintain the gardens at the 
Senior Citizens Club in Golden Square gave us 
the opportunity to promote Bendigo’s unique 
heritage by restricting the garden plants to 
indigenous plants of the region only. This is 
the first time as far as we know, that an 
indigenous plant garden is being established on 
public land within the central area of Bendigo 
city. , 

To achieve this we have formulated the BFNC 
Garden Development Group. We have written 
and obtained approval for the garden from the 
Senior Citizens who use the venue. 

We have divided the garden into areas which 
will become representative of different regions. 
The area to the left of the entry to the building 
will be planted with plants from the Whipstick 
region and is designated as stage one in our 
plan. The flag area, because of its position and 
use by the Senior Citizens, is being planted 
with grasses and low flowering plants. Large 
trees will be planted at an early stage of the 
plan all over the garden. 

So far the group has held four meetings and 
three working bees. During the working bees 
we have: 

1. selected the list of large trees and plants for 
the flag and stage one areas. 

2. selected and sprayed with Round-up the 
sites for large trees, flag and stage one areas. 
3. landscaped, mulched and planted the flag 
area with the following plants: 

50x Wallaby Grasses, 6x Brachyscome, 2x 
Tetratheca, 2x Pultenaea, 3x Kennedia, 2x 
Hibbertia, 5x Colotis and 4x Helichrysum. 


We need more people for our working bees. If 
you are interested and would like to contribute, 
contact Barbara on 393075 or during BFNC 
meetings. For information and details on 
plants contact Elaine on 479787 or during 
BENC meetings. We shall be informing you 
about our progress in the garden at the 


meetings or in the Whirrakee. 


Field Naturalists’ Garden 
Suggested plants: 


Flag Pole Area 


Mixed Grasses (no Stipa) 

Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath 
Pultenaea pedunculata Matted Bush Pea 
Kennedia prostrata Running Postman 
Hibbertia exutiacies Tangled Hibbertia 
Brachyscome multifida Cut-leaf Daisy 
Colotis cuneata Burr Daisy 

Stage 1 Area 

Grevillea alpina Cats Claws 
Eucalyptus viridis Green Mallee 
Allocasuarina muelleriana Slatey She-oak 
Melaleuca decussata Totem Poles 
Melaleuca wilsonii Violet Honey Myrtle 
Hakea sericea Silky Hakea 
Acacia williamsonii Whirrakee Wattle 
Acacia flexifolia Bent-leaf Wattle 
Acacia acinacea Gold-dust Wattle 
Acacia rotundifolia Round-leaf Wattle 
Acacia ausfeldii Ausfeld’s Wattle 
Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle 


Pelargonium rodneyanumMagenta Stork’s Bill 


Baeckea ramosissima Rosy Baeckia 
Calytrix tetragona Common Fringe Myrtle 
Tetratheca ciliata Pink Bells 
Eriostemon verrucosus Bendigo Wax 
Prostanthera denticulata) Rough Mint Bush 
Goodenia blackiana Primrose Goodenia 
Pimelea linifolia Rice Flower 
Arthropodium fimbriatum Chocolate Lily 
Cassinia arcuata Chinese Scrub 
Stipa spp. Spear Grass 

Smoke Grass 


Chionochloa pallida Red-anther Wallaby Grass 
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Spring tu the Seudigo Gush Event Details 


* Colouring Competition Colour the Spring in the Bendigo Bush calendar and win a prize. Retum your calendar to Bendigo 
Library, Hargreaves St and place in the box provided by the 5th October, 1996. Please provide name, address & age. 
* Wattle Day Celebration 1st September, 1996. Free wattle give away. Location : Sandhurst Nursery, cnr Crane and John St, 
North Bendigo. Time : Open from 8.30 am. Further Information : Tony Fittock phone 422 152. 
* Walk in the Bush The Bendigo Alpine Club. Be guided through the wonders of the Bendigo bush. Dates: 3rd Sept - One 
Tree Hill, 10th Sept - Wellsford Forest, 29th Sept - Solomon Gully. Further Information: Bev Porteous ph 422143. 
* Walk in the Bush The University of the Third Age. Date: 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th September and 3rd October. 
Time : 9.15 am. Location : Meeting point - Strath Vilage Carpark. Contact : Estelle Hewston phone 421 643. 
* Wild Flower Show The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club. Bendigo Native Plant Group Come and admire Australias Native 
Wildflowers. Dates: 7th & 8th September. Location: Golden Square Senior Citizens Club Rooms, Old High St, 
Golden Square. Time: 10.00 am to 4.00 pm. Contact : Jane Cleary phone 484396. 
* Wild Flower Planting Day Friends of Kennington Reservoir. Help beautify Kennington Reservoir by assisting the Friends plant 
Bendigo Wax. Date: 8th September. Location: Opposite Crook St entrance to Kennington Primary School. Time: 
10.00 Contact : Anthony Sheean phone 346 467. 
* Wildflower Display Goldfields Revegetation. Dates: 4th, 11th and 18th September. Location: end of Dysons Rd, 
Mandurang. Time: 10.00 am - 2.00 pm. Contact: Marilyn Sprague ph 395 384. 
* Land for Wildlife Open Day Date : ist Sept Contact : Dept Natural Resources & Environment - Peter Morrison 446666 
* Cemetery Walks Friends of the Bendigo Cemeterys. Be guided through the history & features of Bendigo’s Cemeteries. 
Date: 14th September - Bendigo Cemetery, Carpenter St main gates 2.30 pm. 
21st September - White Hills Cemetery, main gates 2.30 pm. Further information : Carol Holsworth ph 434 063. 
Bendigo Orienteering Club Club Activities. Dates: 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th September. Contact: Peter Galvin Phone 433 493 
* Native Plant Arboretum Tour Dates: 7th, 8th, 14th, 15th, 21st, 22nd, 28th & 29th September and 5th October. Location: 
Emu Creek Arboretum, Vahlands Rd, Strathfieldsaye off Emu Creek Rd. Tour times: 10.30 & 3.30. Further 
Information: Geoff Gibson phone 396 359. 
* Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Dinner (Bookings required) Date: 11th September. Time: 6.30 pm Location: Golden 
Square Senior Citizens Club Rooms. Contact : Jane Cleary phone 484 396. 
* Skydancers Orchid & Butterfly Gardens Refer to Calendar for dates. Tours commence 11.00 am & 3.00 pm. Location: 
Midland Highway, Harcourt. Contact: Gary or Chris Sobey phone 742 468. 
* Dept Natural Resources & Environment Holiday Program Stargaze Night, Puppet Show, Night Walk, Twilight Walk, 
Homebuilding Campfire, Treasure Hunt, Park Quiz, Kite Capers, Frog Watch, Hook line & Sinker, Murder in the Dark, 
Junior Ranger. Refer to Calendar for Dates. Details/Bookings contact Dept Natural Resources & Environment 446666. 
* Insectarium of Australia Enjoy the wonders of Heathcote’s Insectarium. Location: 221 High St, Heathcote. Open every day. 
Contact: 333 022 
* Whipstick Wattle Wander Eaglehawk Environment Group. Be guided through the whipstick and enjoy the flowering wattles. 
Date: 15th September. Time: 1.30 to 3.30 pm. Meeting point: Eaglehawk Town Hall. Own transport required. 
Further Information: Ms Diane Bish phone 467 376. 
* Native Tree Planting Califomia Gully Recreation Reserve. Date: 28th September. Time: Between 1 pm &3 pm 
Location: Cnr Tumer St & Murdoch St, Califomia Gully. Contact: Maureen Hibberd phone 467 598. 
* Ausfeldii Wattle Walk Spring Gully Reservoir & District Environment Group. Date : 28th September. Contact : Jenny 
Shield phone 413 181. 
* Greening Australia Revegetation Talk Bendigo Native Plant Group. Speaker: David Millson (Greening Australia). Location: 
Bendigo Regional Institute of Tafe, Horticultural Annexe, Osbome St, Bendigo. Date 20th September. Time: 
7.30pm. Contact: Frances Cincotta 762 691. 
Tree Planting with Bendigo Field Naturalists Club. Greening Australia Location : Ravenswood, Meeting Point - Golden 
Square Senior Citizens Club Rooms, Bendigo. Time :1pm Date : 15th September. Contact: Jane Cleary phone 
484 396 or Kerry Reid phone 353 891. 
* Emu Creek Bush Band Bush Dance. Date: 13th September. Time: 8.00 pm. Location: Spring Gully Community Hall. 
Contact: Peter Ellis phone 423 940 
* Wild Flower Walk Trust for Nature - Solomons Gully Flora Reserve. Date : 1st September. Time: 10.00 am Meeting point : 
Carpark at Bumside Street behind the Bendigo Cemetery. Contact: Elvyne Hogan Phone : 353 344. 


* 


* 


Organised By: * The City of Greater Bendiga 
ef Trust for Nature Victoria 
; Bendige District Enuironment Council 
a Deptt Natural Resources and Environment 
* Bendige Field Naturalists Cub Ine. 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the Club receives a number of 
newsletters and magazines: some by 
subscription and some in exchange for 
Whirrakee. These are available from the 
Club librarian at our meetings. 


NATURE AUSTRALIA(Aust. Museum) 
Winter 1996 


‘Urban Penguins’ by Mike Cullen, Neil 
Blake & Mark Bickham reveals the extent 
of the Little or Fairy Penguin colony on the 
St Kilda foreshore. It is not known when or 
why the penguins moved to this area so 
close to central Melbourne. Despite actual 
and potential dangers the number of birds 
seems to be increasing. 


‘Out-foxing the Fox’ by Clive Marks & 
Roger V. Short discusses the likelihood of 
increased predation by foxes on native 
animals as the rabbit population declines. In 
urban areas the expanding number of foxes 
has produced many problems. Research is 
under way on the potential of fertility 
control as a solution. 


“Clash of the Carnivores’ by Menna Jones 
features "a tiger, a devil, and two quolls - 
four Tasmanian marsupial carnivores that 
have been shaped by their competition for 
meat." The writer explains the delicate 
balancing act that is still maintained today, 
even without the Tasmanian tiger. 


Regular features in this issue: 
-Rare and Endangered: 

Golden Shouldered Parrot 
-Wild Foods: Land of Nectar 
-The Backyard Naturalist: Termites 
-Photoart: Macquarie Island — 


PARKWATCH(VNPA) 
June 1996 No. 185 


‘Air Pollution - A Major Threat to 
America’s Parks’ by Des Peters reports that 
air pollution in far-off urban zones is 
restricting the magnificent views in park 


areas of the United States and causing 
foliage damage as well. There is a warning 
here for Australia as our consumption of 
fossil fuels continues to increase. 


‘The Uphill Battle for Mt. Stirling - Time to 
Act? by Rodney Waterman details the 
options presented in the State Government’s 
Environment Effects Statement now on 
public exhibit. The general principles of the 
VNPA’s preferred option are outlined. 


‘East Gippsland - the Unsustainable Yield’ 
by Kyle Weybourne reveals the rationale 
behind the ‘Sustainable Yield’ concept. This 
is basically a timber harvesting plan for the 
entire state: "it estimates the amount of 
timber in Victoria and the rates at which 
each forest type regrows. These estimates 
are then used to determine how much of the 
timber can be cut each year, so that a 
balance can exist between logging and 
regrowth rates." 


THE BIRD OBSERVER(BOCA) 
June 1996 No. 764 


‘Save Our Seaweed’ by Ellen McCulloch: 
concerns about harvesting of beached 
seaweed and other marine vegetation. 


‘Roadside Walk’ by Molly Brown: 
discoveries among roadside vegetation. 


‘The Great Grasswren Gallop’ by Elizabeth 
Lloyd: a widespread trip in search of this 
elusive species. 


eeEEE KE KK 
Also received recently: 


*Out of the Box No. 2 May 1996 
- Flora and Fauna Conservation in the Box- 
Ironbark Region of Victoria. 


*The Native Companion No.7 Winter 1996 
- Environmental information and news for 
land managers and communities of 
Victoria’s Northern Riverine Plains. 

- includes a map of Northern Plains Natural 


Grasslands. 
KREEK HK KK 


More Facts about Lacewings 
Author: Bert Candusio 


The Chrysopidae are a common family of 
lacewings and one of the largest families in the 
order Neuroptera with over 2000 described 
species occurring throughout Australia. 

Adults are often attracted to lights during warm 
summer evenings especially when night time 
humidities are relatively higher than normal. 
Larval stages of this particular family are 
predatory upon other invertebrates including 
ants, aphids, spiders and various other insect 
larvae. 

The larval stages of green lacewings undergo 
several moults during their development until 
they pupate and emerge as adults in the spring 
and summer months although other species 
may complete their development at other times 
of the year. 

Once mated, females then proceed to lay their 


eggs by firstly selecting the site and then 


produce a droplet of liquid from the accessory 


glands situated at the base of the abdomen and ~ 


raising the abdomen upwards to draw this 
liquid into a long fine thread which dries 
instantly to form the egg stalk. Once this stalk 
has been formed, an egg is released and 
adhered to the tip of the stalk. This process is 


then repeated until all the eggs have been laid. — 


Stalks are normally seen pointing upwards, 
although I have observed females depositing 
eggs on stalks on the bark of several species of 
Eucalyptus which pointed at right angles to the 
bark surface along the trunk of the tree. 

It is interesting to note that some local species 
of this family of lacewings lay their eggs on 
stalks in a circular pattern and that the eggs in 
this instance actually touch each other. The 
suppression of cannibalism amongst the young 
therefore may not be the reason for producing 
eggs on such stalks. . 

It would seem more likely that the stalks are 
produced in order to protect them from the 
numerous species of predatory ants which 
abound in eucalypt foliage and this would 
seem to be the most obvious answer for such 
an unusual method of egg placement. 


July Club Meeting - Frogs of Australia 
Speaker: Tom Burton 
Author: Sabine Wilkens 


This seminar was held just after the University 
examinations had finished and Tom was still in 
exam mode. He started the talk with a multiple 
choice question to the audience: How many 
frogs species are there in Australia? The 
choices given were 100, 200, 300 or 400. 

At present the answer is just over 200, but 
asked 100 years ago, it would have been 70, in 
the 1950s it would have still been less than 100 
and even in 1970, only 128 species of frogs 
were known. 

Why are Australian frogs so much less known 
than birds (who were essentially all named by 
1900)? Part of the answer is that frogs are | 
harder to find, and that, no doubt, they have 
been a less glamorous subject to study in the 
past compared to birds. In addition two frogs 
may look the same and would have been 
classified as the same species in the past but 
since it has been discovered that their calls are 
species specific, many more species have been 
identified according to their calls rather than 
their general appearance. 

One of those more recent discoveries has been 
the gastric brooding frog. It was first found in 
1973 near Brisbane and one year after it had 
been described as a new species, a kept lone 


_female produced a brood of live young! It is 


presumed that the mother swallows the eggs 
which are very large for frog eggs (= 5mm 
diameter) and when she does this her stomach 
ceases to be a stomach in the normal sense and 
becomes the uterus. The eggs which have a lot 
of yolk develop in this converted stomach all 
the way into frogs, they skip the tadpole stage 
completely and when they are ready, they 
climb out of the mother’s mouth. The mother 
can then go back to eating as her brood 
chamber converts back to a stomach. This 


extraordinary species has not been seen since 
1981 and it is possible that the news of this 
exciting frog caused over-collection and thus 
extinction. Seeing that it was discovered so 
late, it could however exist elsewhere. In 
1983 a second species of gastric brooding frog 
was discovered and by 1985 this too had 
disappeared in spite of collecting being very 
restricted. 

Tom spoke about many interesting, colourful, 
aggressive and cute frogs and he introduced 
them in their families. Altogether there are five 
frog families in Australia. A very small one is 
the toad family (Bufonidae) which, in 
Australia, only has the Cane Toad in it and the 
so-called true frogs (Ranidae), also with only 
one representative, the Wood Frog. Next, the 
Microhylidae has 13 species in 2 genera and 
consists of moss creepers and tree climbers. 
The family Leptodactylidae has many species, 
amongst them the well-known Pobblebonk (or 
Eastern Banjo Frog), the Great Bard Frog 
which has huge legs, (almost big enough to 
eat!), the Baw Baw Frog from Victoria whose 
babies undergo their complete metamorphosis 
in the eggs and hatch as little frogs, the 
beautiful Holy Cross Toad, the Spade Foot 
Toad, the striking yellow and black 
Corroboree Frog from Mt Kosciusko, the 
unusual Sand Hills Frog which lives at Shark 
Bay and which spends hot days nearly a metre 
underground and the Gastric Brooding Frog 
mentioned above. 

The fifth family is the so-called Tree Frog 
family, the Hylidae but this contains tree frogs 
and ground-dwelling frogs. For example the 
Water Holding Frog, the Golden Bell Frog, 
the White-lipped Tree Frog and the Rocket 
Frog. There is also a newly discovered 
species, the male of which has a peculiar horn 
on his snout. Tom speculated what this may 
be used for and asked for further suggestions. 
My idea that the males may fight with this 
device was rejected! 


The talk finished with some slides and taped 
calls from a selection of Victorian frogs. This 
brought the audience back home after having 
been all over Australia and many questions 
were asked about our local frogs. 


Tom will spend the next six months in America 
studying the hand musculature of tree frogs in 
order to find out more about their evolutionary 
history. He showed us some drawings of 
hand muscles which belonged to a frog that 
was altogether only 12mm long! 

I know he will have the most wonderful and 
creative time; it will be short for him but long 
for us before he returns. 


N.B. Until Tom comes back to the position as 
editor, I asked readers to forgive the increased 
number of mistakes (spelling and otherwise) 


_ which I expect to appear in the Whirrakee. 


Please note: 
Just in case you are travelling to Sydney in the 


next few weeks... 
“AN EXCITING NEW EXHIBITION ON 


FROGS” is held from March 22 - September 1 
1996 at the Australian Museum in Sydney 


Animal Problem Spots on Bendigo 
Roads - Mapping Project | 


At the July general meeting Peter Coffey from 
‘Future Connections’ spoke to members about 
his project of mapping ‘Animal Problem 
Spots’ on roads around Bendigo. 

If anybody has information about particular 
animal movements, over or near roads, which 
may or do cause a high strike rate of animals 


_ by vehicles, please let him know so that these 
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can be mapped and motorists can be warned by 
appropriate signs. , 

Peter can be contacted at the Skill Share office 
in the Old Marist Brother College in 
Hargreaves Street, Bendigo from Monday to 
Thursday during 9.30am to 4.00pm. 


Wattle Day - September 1 
Author: Elaine Campbell 


We have all learned that the wattle is 
Australia’s floral emblem since our school 
days, although it was only officially 
proclaimed on September 1st 1988. 

It was in 1838 in Hobart Town that the 
wearing of a sprig of wattle as a National 
emblem was suggested, and in Tasmania the 
wattle was used throughout the proceeding 
years at public ceremonies as a symbol of 
national pride. 

It was in 1889 that the Adelaide branch of the 
Australian Natives Association was 
responsible for introducing the concept of a 
floral emblem to Mainland Australia. The 
“Wattle Blossom League’ was formed on the 
18 March 1890 in South Australia. It has been 
the persistent efforts of the Wattle Lobby that 
has been responsible for the adaptation of our 
National Emblem. 

Sufficient interest in a wattle emblem led to the 
formation of a ‘Wattle Club’ in Victoria. 

Each year ‘Wattle Day’ was celebrated with an 
outing led by Mr Archibald James Campbell of 
the Field Naturalists’ Club of Victoria. 

In 1909 Campbell suggested an official ‘Wattle 
Day’ to the Government Botanist Joseph 
Henry Maiden. Maiden helped to form the 
Wattle Day League and to co-ordinate the 
States into accepting and celebrating the first 
Wattle Day. 

On the 1st September 1910, the first Wattle 
Day was celebrated in Sydney, Adelaide and 
Melbourne. 

Wattle Day activities outlined in the ‘Sydney 
Morning Herald’ included the planting of 
wattle trees in school grounds. Blooms were 
on display in shop windows and on sale in the 
flower stalls. Everyone was asked to wear a 
sprig of wattle and get into the spirit of this 
patriotic occasion. 

School children in South Australia had special 
lessons in botany and drawing with the 
emphasis on the usefulness and beauty of 
trees. Adelaide was described as a city 
‘decked with gold’ so great was the 
enthusiasm shown by members of the league. 
Wattle Day and wattle blossom took on a new 
emphasis during World War 1. Light-hearted 
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celebrations and care-free gatherings were 
replaced by serious fund-raising and a depth of 
patriotism never before experienced among 
Australians. In 1916 the Wattle League put all 
its energies into helping the war effort, sprigs 
of wattle were sold on the street to raise 
money. The League also obtained special 
permission for soldiers to wear a sprig of 
wattle on their uniforms. Cardboard boxes 
filled with sprigs of pressed wattle were sent to 
Egyptian hospitals for distribution to wounded 
Anzacs. This soon became a tradition and, as 
the war progressed, wattle was despatched to 
wounded soldiers in France and England. 
After the massacre at Gallipoli, the League 
arranged for the planting of wattle trees near 
the graves of those brave Anzacs who had 
sacrificed themselves for ‘King and Country’. 


Many Australians who went to school in the 
1920s and 30s remember celebrating Wattle 
Day very clearly. Special ceremonies were held 
annually, crowning of a Wattle Queen, songs 
and poems, in particular Veronica Mason’s 
“The Bush was Grey” which was treated as an 
anthem for the day (see next page). Everyone 
wore sprigs of wattle to school. 

Unfortunately the observance of Wattle Day 
gradually died out and widespread interest in 
reviving the tradition only reappeared in the 
1980s. 


Environmental problems began to attract a 
great deal of attention, everyone became aware 
of the Greenhouse Effect, damage to the ozone 
layer, soil degradation, salinity of our 
farmlands and river systems and problems 
associated with wood chipping of our native 
forests. 

Thousands of native trees have been planted 
and programs to replace the beneficial trees 
cover lost during this century are being 
implemented. Schools and communities are 
being encouraged to plant native trees in a wide 
range of habitats and climatic conditions. 


The scene is set for a general revival of Wattle 
Day, not only as a tradition which symbolized 
national pride but as a way of expressing 
concern for and commitment to the future of 
Australia. 


The Wattle 


The Bush was grey 

A week to-day 

(Olive-green, and brown, and grey); 
But now the Spring has come this way 
With blossoms for the wattle. 


It seems to be 

A fairy-tree, 

It dances to a melody, 

And sings a little song to me 
(The graceful, swaying wattle). 


See how it weaves 

Its feathery sheaves! 

Before the wind a maze it weaves, 
A misty whirl of powdery leaves- 
(The dainty curtsying wattle)! 


Its boughs uplift 

An elfin gift, 

A spray of yellow, downy drift, 

Through which the sunbeams shower, and sift 
Their gold-dust o’er the wattle. 


The bush was grey 

A week to-day 

(Olive-green, and brown and grey); 
But now it’s sunny all the way, 
For O! the Spring has come to stay; 
With blossom for the wattle. 


Veronica Mason 


Australia’s National Floral Emblem 
Author: Elaine Campbell 


Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle 


Family: Mimosaceae (formerly Leguminosae) 

Genus: Acacia 

Species: pycnantha, Benth., in Hooker’s 
London Journal of Botany, I, 351 (1842). 


Origin of botanical name: 
Acacia = prickly 
- from the Greek word akis: point 


pycnantha = dense-flowered 
- from two Greek words, pyknos: dense, 
anthos: flower 
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Acacia pycnantha grows naturally in the 
understorey of open forest or woodland in 
South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales 
and the Australian Capital Territory. Acacia 
pycnantha is a medium shrub or small tree, it 
grows readily in and around the Bendigo area 
brightening up our native bushland from late 
Winter through Spring. It has just about the 
largest flowers of all the wattles. These balls 
of lovely golden flowers form panicles (or 
flower clusters) which maybe up to 30cm 
long, with 60 or so large fluffy flower-heads. 
It is very showy and also has a lovely scent. 


Wattle was picked as our National Emblem 
because wattle grows in every state, from Port 
Darwin to Tasmania, from Sydney to 
Fremantle. Acacia pycnantha in particular 
because it grows readily over much of 
Australia and flowers in late Winter and 
Spring. 


Acacia lanigera - Woolly Wattle 
Photographer: I.F.-Brown 
- 


ATTENTION 


NEW CODE OF PRACTICE FOR 
POWERLINE CLEARANCE 


The Bendigo & District Environment Council 
(BDEC) is urging the community to comment on | 
the new Code of Practice for Powerline Clearance 
by 22 August 1996. BDEC has been receiving 
many complaints about vegetation clearance 
activities near powerlines. The community should 
take this opportunity to make suggestions on how 
local trees and wildflowers can be better protected 
and more appropriately managed. 


Powercor needs to establish better community 
relations regarding its tree clearing practices. A 
community consultation process has to be 
developed to ensure areas of high conservation 
value are protected. 


Current tree clearing practices do not appear to be 
taking into account the slow growth rates of the 
Box-lronbark species of the region with trees 50 
to 100 years old being cut down and poisoned. 
Powercor's activities have been causing distress 
in many areas. Powercor's environmental 
responsibilities must be clearly defined. 


A copy of the proposed Code and the associated 
draft regulations can be obtained from the Office 
of the Chief Electrical Inspector on 03 9203 9700 
or by writing to PO Box 262, Market Street, 
Melbourne, 8007. 


The proposed Code of Practice establishes 
minimum clearances to be maintained between 
powerlines and vegetation, and prescribes the 
duties of a person made responsible for 
maintaining the clearances. The Code also sets 
out requirements of management procedures for 
the conduct of duties. 


BDEC is asking people who may be interested in 
preparing a joint submission to the Code to 
contact Shelley Cohn (054 41 5569) before July 
17, 1996 to arrange a meeting for the end of July. 
Issues that need to be addressed include 
environmental representation on the Powerline 
Clearance Consultative Committee, simplified 
guidelines to flag sensitive areas and what the 
community can do to protect these areas. 


BDEC would also appreciate a copy of any 
submission prepared by other members of the 
Box-Ironbark Bush Alliance. 


TO ADD TO YOUR COLLECTION 


"The Box and Ironbark Forests and 
Woodlands of Northern Victoria’. A 
Report to the Victorian National Parks 


Association by Charlie Sherwin. 


A copy of this report can be obtained from the 
VNPA for $15.00. 


Contact: Charlie Sherwin on 03 96508296 


MORE COMMENT IS NEEDED 


The Department of Infrastructure is asking for 
comment on its draft State Rural Zones. 


For a copy of the paper 'Rural Planning and 
Zones Review Discussion Paper: How do 
we get there? contact the Loddon- 
Campaspe/Mallee Region Planning and Heritage 
Office, 426 Hargreaves St, Bendigo, 3550, ph. 
054 449 902. : 


Ring Peter Watkinson on the above number if 
your group would like its own meeting about the 
zone. 


More than a little concern has been expressed by 
environmental and other community groups about 
the ramifications of this document. 


From “Out of the Box’’ 
No. 2 May 1996 


Stop Press: 
New Records of Squirrel Gliders! 


Spotlight surveys just completed (May 13-21) 
have recorded Squirrel Gliders at seven 
additional sites. Of particular interest are 
sightings from the Bendigo area, in Wellsford 
State Forest and Kamarooka State Park, where 
this species has not previously been detected. 
Other records were from Mt Ida Flora Reserve, 
and from Redcastle, Graytown and Killawarra 
State Forests. 


VFNCA Activities 
Author: Noel Schleiger, VFNCA Secretary 


- 


Extra Day at Howman’s Gap 

Further to some campers inquiring about an 
EXTRA DAY AT HOWMAN’S GAP, the 
manager has advised that the camp is available 
from 4pm Thursday, 6 March 1997. 
However, this is dependent on the numbers 
of members desiring the extra day. Therefore 
it is essential that those members advise Dick 
Southcombe that they wish to come in on 
Thursday afternoon or evening. It should be 
noted that NO VFNCA ACTIVITIES are 
organised UNTIL FRIDAY EVENING. 


Field Studies Workshop at Lady 
Northcote Camp, Bacchus Marsh 

The camp has been tentatively booked from 29 
September to 5 October 1997. This is the last 


-12.30-1.30pm: 


week of third term school holidays as was | 


discussed at Mt Martha. As we have to 
confirm this booking with a substantial deposit 
in the coming months, we need the basic 
information to proceed, i.e. How many 
participants? What subjects/topics do they 
prefer? Who will assist and in what way? 


N.B.Jane Cleary will have the ‘relevant 
booking forms available at the AUSUS, meeting. 


WFNCA Campout - October 18 - 20 


This campout is held at the Field and Game 
Reserve, Glenelg River Myaring Bridge. 
Details were supplied in the May Whirrakee. 


Program 

Friday 18 October: 

Casterton Field Naturalists members welcome 
campers at Myaring Reserve. 

Registration of members 6.00 - 9.00pm. 


Saturday 19 October: 

10am: split into two groups, one group - bird 
observation. Leader Ian McCallum, second 
group - orchid observation. Leader Lloyd 
Baulch 

Lunch 

Afternoon: Groups swap excursions 
6.30pm: VEN meeting followed by evening 
meal at Bluff. Guest speaker attending 


Sunday 20 October: 

10am: Fossil hunt at limestone cliffs. Leader 
to be confirmed 

12.30pm Barbecue lunch at reserve. Break- 
up after lunch. 

Casterton Field Naturalists members farewell 
campers. 


Cost per head: $ 30.00 

Myaring Reserve has primitive on-site 
camping, no showers, basic toilets, no power 
etc. Tank water. Motels are clean and 
comfortable. : 


AS by October 10th, with payment please 


Gateten Field N. aturalists Club 


c/o Carol McKinnon (secretary) 
RMB 1108 Casterton 3311 
(ph. 055 811957) 


editor’s note: an accommodation list as well as 


_ maps are available at the FN general meetings. 
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Diary 


The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held at 
the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, 
Old High Street, Golden Square, unless 
otherwise indicated. 


General Meeting 


August 14, 7:30pm 
Greg Binns will talk about pial from Overseas 


September 11, Dinner Meeting 

Meet for dinner at 6:30pm, to be followed by 
the President’s Address. 

Cost $ 12 per person. 

Tickets will be available at the August meeting. 
RSVP by 21st August to Jane Cleary: 484396. 


October 9, 7:30pm 


David Milson will talk about Greening 


Australia and green corridors. 


Excursions 

The assembly point for excursions is outside 
the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, 
Old High Street, Golden Square, unless 
otherwise specified. Full-day Excursions 
normally commence at 10am. 

Please check details (or any changes) in the 
Whirrakee ne the month of the excursion. 


Sunday, August 18 

Rod Fyffe will lead an archaeology excursion. 
Please check the starting time at the General 
Meeting (or with Warwick Bates: 41 1980) 


Sunday, September 15 
A tree-planting is planned 
Details in the next Whirrakee. 


Sunday October 13 


This will be a trip to Crosbie Forest to Heh at 


orchids. 
Leader: Tom Patullo 


Bird Observers Group 


September 6, 7:30pm 
Bird of the Night: Southern Whiteface 


October 4, 7:30pm 

Members Night. Members are invited to share 
their favourite birding experiences (slides, 
videos etc.) 

Bird of the Night: Fuscous Honeyeater. 


November 1, 7:30pm 


Chris Tzaros will give a talk about the Grey- 
crowned Babbler Survey. 


Bird of the Night: White-fronted Chat 


December 6, 7:30pm 


Bird of the Night: Willie Wagtail 


Other Events 


August 31 
2nd Mistletoe Forum 


_ (see Article page 10 in June Whirrakee) 


September 1 
Wattle Day 


October 18 - 20 

WENCA Campout, Glenelg River, Myaring 
Reserve, hosted by the Casterton Field 
Naturalists Club 

See page 14 for detailed program 


October 18 - 20 

Murrumbidgee Conference of Bird Observers 
Leeton and Griffith, hosted by the 
Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists Inc. (see 
article on page 14 in July Whirrakee) 


Supper 


The usual arrangements for supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 
for supper. This small amount is used to 
reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. 


Mr & Mrs R Allen } 
20 Houston St ; 15 
BENDIGO VIC 3550 


